'Heinous Crimes' Target 

Edwards to Press 

For Death Penalty 


By RAY LINCOLN 

Gov. Edwin Edwards says 
he would favor special legisla- 
tion providing capital punish- 
ment for “heinous or social 
crimes” in the wake of the 
Howard Johnson Hotel sniper 
attack. 

The governor, in a brief 
press conference yesterday at 
Charity Hospital, where most 
of the victims were treated, 
said he will ask a panel of 
legal experts to examine the 
recent U.S. ‘Supreme Court 
ruling on the death penalty. 
He said he believes legislation 
might be drafted which would 
not conflict with that ruling. 

Edwards said he had re- 
ceived no specific information 
about a nationwide conspiracy 
as described by state Atty. 
Gen. William J. Guste, but 
said he believes the arson-sni- 
per attack had to be either “a 
conspiracy or the product of a 
diseased and criminal mind.” 

Neither Guste nor U.S. Atty. 
Gen. William Kleindienst, the 
governor said, have advised 
him what information they 
may have about a national 
terrorist group which Guste 
believes may have carried out 
the killings. 

GUSTE SAID Sunday night 
he will ask Kleindienst to 
investigate because “I am now 
convinced that there is an un- 
derground national suicidal 
group bent on creating terror 
in America.” 

Speculation about such an 
organization also centers 
around the shooting death of 
Police Cadet Alfred Harrell 
and the wounding of two other 
policemen on New Year’s 
Eve. 

Edwards announced yester- 
day the state will add $10,000 
to the rewards already offered 
locally for information about 
the sniper attack on Harrell 
and the other officers. 

The governor also revealed, 
in answering a newsman’s 
question, that he has received 
two threatening ohone calls 
since the Howard Johnson’s 
incident began. He said he 
does not consider the calls 
significant “at this time,” but 
indicated extra security mea- 
sures had been taken. 

EDWARDS SAID he does 
not believe there is any 
connection between the events 
of the last two days and the 


unrest at Southern University 
in Baton Rouge which left two 
students dead late last year. 

The governor said he is not 
proposing a “blanket” return 
to the death penalty for capi- 
tal crimes, but only for those 
acts so heinous they constitute 
“an attack on the whole fab- 
ric of society.” The shootings 
here, Edwards said, “may 
serve as a catalyst for that 
kind of thinking.” 

After the news conference, 
the governor attempted to 
donate blood at the hospital 
only to find that he did not 
qualify as a donor because 
he once suffered from hepa- 
titis. 


